Into the Clearing Conference Feb 3 Beamish Hall

Our Approach at lvy Road School:
Towards A Compelling Early Childhood Curriculum

Eleanor Duckworth asserts that ‘the essence of pedagogy is to give learners
the occasion to have wonderful ideas, and to let them feel good about
themselves for having them.’

Our role involves-

‘bringing a sense of wonder to the world, understanding the role of story and
play in curriculum, maintaining spontaneity in teaching, and, ultimately, having
faith in children.’

Ben Mardell

‘For curriculum to be truly successful a good measure of love must be
present.

When | bring my loves- my interests and passions- into the classroom, | am
able to convey a genuine enthusiasm for the topic at hand. This enthusiasm is
the elixir that turns ordinary activities into compelling curriculum. If | hit upon
an area that the children love-or come to love- we become bound together by
our common interest. The classroom becomes a place where study and
discovery are celebrated. It is this love of learning and passion for specific
content areas that we are trying to nourish in our charges. Love and wonder
are the seeds of knowledge that will help children blossom into lifelong
learners.’

We aim to animate and engage the children
In the woodland project the children are vital, ‘really alive.’
Margy Whalley in ‘Learning to be Strong’ describes ‘chuffed children’
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‘Staying Safe in the Woods’
Our Rules

Don’t put things in your mouth

Don’t climb high up trees

Don’t hoy sticks around. Hold them by your side.
Don’t stand on creatures. Look after them.

Don’t put ladybirds in your pocket

Don’t go where you can'’t see the flag

Don’t put your hand down rabbit holes and fox holes
‘cos you might get bitten

If you climb, make sure you can get back down on
your own



