
P d i l D t tiPedagogical Documentation



What is pedagogicalWhat is pedagogical 
documentation?

Pedagogical documentation is a process which 
seeks to reveal, understand and make visible the 

l i f d lt d hildlearning of adults and children.

It enables adults and children to find the meaning in 
what they do, what they encounter and what they 

experience?experience?

How does this differ from the evidence gathering that is partHow does this differ from the evidence gathering that is part 
of our everyday classroom practice?



Documentation as an approach requires 
adults to be just as curious as children j
in ‘researching children, researching the 
world’. Having the curiosity to listen andworld . Having the curiosity to listen and 
watch will lead us to discover and 
hypothesise what is going on in thehypothesise what is going on in the 
minds of children as they reveal the true 
l l f th i thi ki tlevels of their thinking to us.
Andrea Sully 



The subject, the main j ,
purpose of documentation, 

is dialogueis dialogue. 

‘Documentation is not limited to making visible what already exists: it also 
k thi i t i l b it k th i ibl d th fmakes things exist precisely because it makes them visible and therefore 

possible.’
Rinaldi, C 2006 (In Dialogue with Reggio – Routledge)



It is not aboutIt is not about........

• Making attractive displaysMaking attractive displays
• Fulfilling assessment criteria

A l i hild d l t• Analysing child development
• Recording activities

But it encompasses all of these



It is about.........It is about.........

•Sharing and collecting perspectivesSharing and collecting perspectives
•Professional Dialogue
Li t i t hild•Listening to children

•Planning meaningful learning experiences
•Making learning and thinking visible
•The individual in the groupThe individual in the group



From display to visible thinking

A t f h t h t d t b dA set of photographs pasted to a board, 
showing a trip to a farm is a display. 

A set of photographs captioned with children’s 
words would still be a display. p y

The panels need commentary, interpretation 
d l ti t lif d t tiand explanation to qualify as documentation

(Negotiated learning Foreman and Fyfe attribution)



R bRemember......
There is no ‘right or wrong’ way to document 
hild ’ l ichildren’s learning.

There is nothing prescriptive about 
documentingdocumenting. 

We do need experience in listening, interpreting p g, p g
and analysing what we have seen or heard. The 
only way to gain this experience is to make a 
start and have a go, resolute with the 
knowledge that this is research and open to free 
thinking subjectivitythinking subjectivity.



Where to begin
We cannot document everything in depth, so we have to be selective, 
and make choices. 
The point is to document a few in depth examples of children 
l i t th th th th f i di id l hild dlearning together rather than the progress of individual children and 
their interests.

Step 1 : Chose something you have observed that is interesting andStep 1 : Chose something you have observed that is interesting and 
involves a group of children, and which you think has rich learning 
potential.
Step 2: Gather evidence about what you have observed (photos, 
video children’s work children’s words) to sharevideo, children s work, children s words) to share
Step 3: Bring this documentary evidence to the round table to 
discuss and analyse with colleagues. Identify emerging research 
questions (i.e. Why is it interesting?) Agree ways to support the 

i i t temerging interests.
Step 4: Find ways to share the observations, examples of children’s 
work and  conversations, as well as  the theories and thinking of the 
educators (displays, books, powerpoints etc)( p y p p )



The processp
• Observation:- Observing children’s learning and thinking processes and  

gathering evidence of what has been observed to share and analyse with 
colleagues

• Reflection:- Sharing of observations from  different perspectives to build a 3D 
picture of what is happening

• Analysis and hypothesis:- Developing explanatory theories about why the 
things you noticed were happening? Why it was important or interesting? Are 
any underlying themes or questions emerging?any underlying themes or questions emerging?

• Possibilities and provocations:- With the above information what can could 
be offered to support the children’s learning support their research andbe offered to support the children s learning support their research and 
interests in an open way? 

• Making learning visible:- Displays of the above to share the learning g g p y g
process, the work of the children and the thinking of the adults in how they 
chose to support this. 



ObservationVisibility

Creative / Reflective cycleCreative / Reflective cycle

ReflectionPossibilities

Analysis



Some examples
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Some examples
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“The flow of quality information through q y g
documentation introduces parents to a quality of 
knowing that tangibly changes their 
expectations toward the whole school 
experience … the system of relationships and 
participation has in itself a virtual autonomousparticipation has in itself a virtual autonomous 
capacity to educate.”

Loris Malaguzzi


